EUROPEAN ENTANGLEMENT
VI.   THE EUROPEAN ENTANGLEMENT
THE so-called Peace Treaties of 1919-23 (from
Versailles to Lausanne) in no wise formed a
stable settlement of European affairs. They pro-
moted rather a general unsettlement of which
the consequences, economic and political, will
endure until the next convulsion, which they are
admirably calculated to precipitate and aggravate.
It is quixotic to expect peace and prosperity to
return to the European body politic poisoned by
the toxins of the Peace Treaties. These Treaties
settled nothing, not even "reparations" and War
debts, and they unsettled the whole economic
order by drawing fantastic frontiers, which broke
up trade units and defied all canons of economic
rationality.1 Intentionally or otherwise, they
multiplied every sort of political, economic and
social sore and created a maximum amount of
instability and friction. They are thus well fitted
to generate fresh convulsions, which will be
1 The tadpole-like shape of Czecho-Slovakia is perhaps the
funniest thing on the maps, which are usually too small to
show the grotesqueness of the partition of Fiume.